 Patriot Day Fact Sheet Mt. Airy 2011

Who:

Patrick Everich (an Eagle Scout candidate) is the event organizer for the Mt. Airy 2011 Patriot Day ceremony.  Working with his advisors and parents, Patrick secured the assistance of the previous event organizer Bob Rossi, the Marine Corps League, the Lions Club, the American Legion, Mr. Charles Samuels of Lowery Associates, the Trustees of the Pine Grove Chapel, WALMART, the Monumental City Ancient Fife and Drum Corps, Honorary Lance Corporals Buster and Gracie, and the Town of Mt. Airy.  These organizations and individuals are providing facilities, labor, material and financial support. 

What:

An existing memorial honoring Navy Commander Ronald Vauk and Army Chief Warrant Officer William Ruth will be relocated from S. Main Street to the Pine Grove Chapel and rededicated on Patriot Day, Sunday September 11, 2011 at 2:00 PM.  This is the 10th anniversary of the 911 simultaneous attacks on:  the Pentagon, the World Trade Center, and the crash in Shanksville, PA that aborted an attack on the Capitol Building.

The Patriot Day Ceremony will involve prayers and remembrance of Navy Commander Ronald Vauk and Army Chief Warrant Officer William Ruth who died in the attack on the Pentagon on September 11, 2001.  Patriot Day also honors various youth groups for their voluntary community service.  Youth groups are from the Civil Air Patrol, the Venturing Crew, Boy Scout, Cub Scout, Girl Scout, and athletic organizations. 

Based on their adult unit leader’s recommendation, each young person will receive a Promising Young American certificate from the Marine Corps League, Robert W. Deane Detachment, 770 and an American Achiever certificate from the American Legion, Gold Star Post 191.  Recipient’s names will be recorded in the official history of American Legion Gold Star Post 191.  Each participant will be given a hand held American flag.

The ceremony itself will feature:

· Call to Order by Mt. Airy,  Mayor Patrick Rockinberg, Master of Ceremonies

· Performance by the Monumental City Ancient Fife and Drum Corps

· Posting of the National Colors and State of Maryland Colors by the Civil Air Patrol Honor Guard.  They will provide flag bearers for the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard, POW, American Legion, Marine Corps League, American Legion Auxiliary, Sons of the American Legion, American Legion Riders and Honor and Remember colors

· Pledge of Allegiance   

· Amazing Grace Violin Solo by Eamon Curley

· Invocation and Remembrance,  American Legion Chaplain Ann Wilson

· Guest Speaker Rebecca Kneebone, American Legion County Oratory Contest winner

· Presentation of Marine Corps League and American Legion certificates to unit adult leaders by Commandant Bob Horensky and Commander Rob Benson

· Memorial Rededication and Benediction 

· 21 Gun Salute

· Taps by Luke Spiros, (USMC Retired)

· Photo opportunities for the youth with dignitaries, speaker, Fife and Drum Corps members and Honorary Lance Corporals Buster and Gracie

When:

Sunday, September 11, 2011 at 2:00 PM

Where:

Pine Grove Chapel, S. Main Street, Mt. Airy, Maryland 

How:

The Patriot Day Ceremony is conducted under the purview of the Town Administrator of Mt. Airy, Monika Weierbach and implemented by volunteers who contribute their time, talent and treasure simply because we are Americans.

For further information contact:

Bob Rossi 

(301) 972-0101

Robert.rossi@mris.com     

